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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

THIS MONTH’S SATURDAY APIARY MEETING: -  

16th August 
Gather from 1.30pm. 

Notices at 1.50pm. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

Meeting ‘proper’ starts at 2.00pm. 

 

THIS MONTH’S WEDNESDAY APIARY MEETING: -  

6th August 

Meetings now begin at 6.00pm. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

One demonstrator will wait and take a mixed ability group at 6.30pm prompt.  If you can't 

make the earlier time you will need to join this group. 

 

Please check your emails regularly for notification of meeting for the remainder of the 

season. 

 

Cranleigh Show -  Saturday 2nd August  See item on page 6. 

 

Grow Your Own Festival, Parham House & Gardens -  Saturday 17th August 

 

WGBKA Honey Show -  Bank Holiday Monday 25th August  See item on page 8. 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

AUGUST 2014 
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I am writing this earlier than usual as I will be on my annual pilgrimage 

to the Irish summer school at Gormanston.  You all know about it be-

cause I have told you in these notes, so I won't say too much about it - 

well not until I get back!  There is usually a guest speaker who is one of 

the top names in world beekeeping, this year it's Tom Seeley.  Several 

people I have spoken to are going, simply to hear him.  There are some 

very good beekeepers and speakers in Ireland and the organisers rotate 

them well, with no over exposure of anyone.  These and a small num-

ber from England, Wales and Scotland make up the rest of the pro-

gramme.  I have been asked to give a lecture on Dave Cushman.  I have taken 3 days putting it to-

gether, which may sound a long time, but Dave was quite a complex character that few people 

knew really well.  I have tried to find out information from those close to him, but I haven't been 

too successful.  I got to know him quite well, so I have had to rely on what he told me and snippets 

that are on his website.  I know the Dave Cushman website is accessed by a lot of people, because 

when it was down for a few days recently there were a lot of questions asking what had happened.  

On "Beesource", an American online discussion group, there were 16 posts in 6 hours! 

 

I have recently been on a 3 day hike with Nell.  The first day from Slinfold to our most southerly 

member in Fontwell, the next day with Maggie's two dogs along the Downs to Graffham and back, 

then home the next.  A total distance of over 70 miles that covered several soil types, including 

clay, sand and chalk.  The only beehives I saw were some belonging to Martin Hill, that I had vis-

ited a few days before and a couple belonging to an ex member, that looked derelict.  I did see a 

small swarm about half a mile away from the latter.  I passed close to a number of places where 

there were previously hives and this jogged my memory a bit. 

 

The weather was fine and there was plenty of flora.  Despite not seeing many beehives and the de-

cline in feral colonies, I still saw a lot of bees.  Not just honey bees, but other species too.  I'm not 

so sure about the "decline" in bees the media keep telling us about - perhaps they are fed duff in-

formation. 

 

I get the feeling I may appear to be a bit repetitive sometimes.  I mentioned it to a member some 

time ago and their response was something like "we get new beekeepers all the time and the rest of 

us need constant reminding", so I don't bother too much about it now.  

 

As you all know, one of the things I constantly remind beekeepers about is observing a colony all 

the time you have it open.  This was illustrated at a recent meeting where in Maggie's group they 

soon found the marked queen on a comb close to the edge of the box.  They put her back and took 

out several more frames.  Then what did they see?  The queen.  She had moved across the box 

faster than they did.  We assume this doesn't normally happen because of the gap, but how often 

does it without being noticed?  I often get told that someone has two queens in the same colony.  

They may have, but.......... 

 

There seems to have been a little flurry of swarms in July this year.  One I recently picked up were 

bright yellow, with worker bees so light you could see through them.  Daisy had a look at them 

and said she hadn't seen any as yellow as that before.  I suspect they were what are known as "New 

Zealand Italians", that are unfortunately being sold by a well known local supplier. 

Nell and friend 
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The swarm was collected on the edge of our territory.  With all the warnings we give about buying 

bees, especially imported ones, I hope it didn't come from one of our members.  Twenty years or 

so ago there was another local supplier who imported these queens for sale.  Because they were 

cheap and there was little tuition on rearing queens at that time, beekeepers bought them.  Al-

though they are very soft and docile themselves, they can become very vicious if bred from and 

that was a problem for some time.  That's forgetting their unsuitability to our climate and the huge 

quantities of food they consume.  Oh dear, I'm getting repetitive! 

 

Whilst writing these notes I have had a call from a man who lives about 3 miles away.  They have 

bees under a tile hung wall in a timber framed house.  There is a dimmer switch on the inside and 

the bees are coming through.  He is allergic and if he gets stung he could die before he gets to hos-

pital.  "You have got to do something!"  I have had many similar calls over the years, so asked a 

few questions.  He was a builder, so even if I have to strip all the tiles off he can put them back.  

They are definitely honey bees because we (note the "we") have identified them.  “There are lots 

of them and they came here 3 weeks ago.”  As it was only a short distance away, I said I would be 

there in a couple of hours.  In reality I was hoping to finish these notes off, but I set off an hour or 

so later.  Half a mile away from the house my mobile rings.  I couldn't answer it, so waited until I 

got there.  The message said "you hadn't turned up and we had to do something, so we (note the 

"we" again!) have temporarily fixed it by taping some paper over the dimmer switch." 

 

I knocked on the door and was met by a lady wearing shorts and tee shirt.  She said her husband 

was frightened (note the "frightened") of bees and wasps and wouldn't go anywhere near them, so 

she (note the "she") had taped some paper over the hole.  She showed me where they were and I 

had to tell her they were wasps.  She told me she got a book from the library and they look like 

bees.  She showed me and it was an American book by Kim Flottum.  The picture was of Italian 

bees as yellow as the swarm I picked up!  

 

She called her husband, but we had to go round to the back door because he was "allergic".  When 

he was told they were wasps he launched into the poor lady for getting it wrong and not identify-

ing them properly!  It wasn't her who got it wrong, it was him who got "we" muddled up with 

"she; and "allergic" muddled up with "frightened".  Can I assure you girls that not all men are like 

that! 

 

When I got back from attending the above "emergency" I had an email waiting asking for advice 

about removing bees from a house in France!  I would offer to go, but Nell isn't keen on Ryanair.  

A couple of days ago I was asked to look at 3 colonies in Dyrham Park, a National Trust property 

in Bath.  I doubt if that is much closer as the fly crows, but a tiny bit easier to get to.  I keep telling 

you that beekeeping is fun!  Repetition again! 

 

We are getting to the point where beekeepers will need to decide on their autumn varroa treatment.  

We will use all four registered products at the apiary again this year, so we can demonstrate their 

use.  These are Apiguard, Thymovar, ApilifeVar and MAQS.  Richard Dyer monitors mite drop 

regularly and there was no detectable difference in results last year.  I suggest that members do 

their own homework on these products and decide for themselves which they wish to use.  Please 

read the item Tom has written for this newsletter detailing what we sell.  I will not be advising 

which to use because of the similarity in results.  It will also give me an idea of who doesn't read 

the newsletter! 

 

At the July 5th meeting we had five members of Wokingham and District BKA join us.  They 

were split up into various groups and feedback from them and our members was very positive.  

Apparently there was much discussion on their way home and they were going to raise some of the 

things they had seen at their next committee meeting.  It seems the sale of castellated spacers may 
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increase!  I gave a whole day workshop/demonstration at their apiary.  It is on an animal rescue 

centre, where they use a building and concrete area that was once used for donkeys.  It is very 

cramped and surrounded by a wet field.  They are very restricted, but it shows what can be 

achieved with minimal resources. 

 

On the day after I got back from the previously mentioned walk I had an email from someone in 

Adversane asking if a Greek beekeeping family, who was staying with her sister, could see some 

bees.  In the afternoon they did!  Mother, father and 11 year old daughter.  I was impressed by the 

knowledge of the girl.  Once again a chance for beekeepers to learn, but sadly not enough time to 

raise a posse. 

 

Some of our members have mentioned attending the BIBBA/SICAMM conference in Llangollen 

26-28 September.  Just a reminder there is unlikely to be such a collection of speakers ever again, 

so don't wish you had gone after hearing about it from others.  There might be a chance to share 

transport.  Repetition again! 

 

Roger 

 
 

The Division’s extractor and associated equipment is available for loan.  If you wish to ‘book’ 

anything, please contact me by Email glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com . 

 

To avoid disappointment, please book well ahead of your requirements.  Equipment will be loaned 

for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be necessary for it to be collected 

and returned to my home address in Loxwood, unless otherwise agreed. 

 

Equipment available:- 

 

3 frame manual extractor 

 

Heated uncapping tray and knife 

 

50kg bottling tank with strainer 

 
 

John 

 

Photo of similar 

manual extractor 

 

Important notice for any members intending to take modules on 8th November 2014. 

 

All applications, not forgetting cheques, should be with us by 23rd September.  The BBKA closing 

date is 30th September. 

Roger & Marion Brooks, 

WSBKA Exam Secs. 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com
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Now is the time to think about (and carry out) the most important anti-Varroa treatment of the 

year.  It is vital that we reduce Varroa numbers before winter, and indeed before many of the win-

ter bees are produced; these bees, which have to live for six months, must be in the best possible 

health. 

 

Treatment with thymol (Apiguard or ApilifeVar) should be done immediately after taking off the 

summer honey, while temperatures are still relatively high - to be effective we need daytime tem-

peratures to be 15 degrees C or above.  We also have available a small number of MAQS strips 

which are based on formic acid, and while temperatures need to be similar, MAQS must be ap-

plied before removal of supers, as the extra volume is needed in the hive. 

  

Apiguard, has the thymol in a gel base that allows for controlled release over a period of time. 

ApilifeVar in addition to thymol contains eucalyptus oil, levomenthol and camphor and comes in 

the form of a brittle foam strip from which the active ingredients vapourise (*** note that the oils 

in ApilifeVar will dissolve polystyrene ***). 

 

Please order in advance for supply at the apiary (or if you can’t get to an apiary meeting, then by 

arrangement to collect from Tom in Petworth).  To help you decide which to use, I summarise the 

differences below. Rates of application are based on a full colony; you should adjust for nuclei and 

very small colonies. 

 

Apiguard 

Requires two sachets, applied two weeks apart.  Some air circulation space should be provided 

above the brood chamber, using either a raised framing of the crownboard or an empty super as an 

eke.  The sachets are placed over the centre of the brood and can cause the queen to go off lay for a 

while and/or move the laying area to one side of the hive. 

  

ApilifeVar 

Also requires two sachets, applying half a pack each week for four weeks.  The pieces are placed 

towards the corners of the hive and no eke (raised cover) is required. Laying may be reduced but 

the brood area will remain central.  The cost is higher than for Apiguard and the number of appli-

cations is higher, but less equipment is required and application is easy. Not suitable for polysty-

rene hives. 

  

For both products it is likely to increase the effectiveness if mesh floors are sealed during the pe-

riod of treatment. 

 

MAQS 

Each sachet contains two strips making one complete treatment. The strips are laid across the 

frames of the brood chamber and it is vital that there is a second brood chamber and/or super(s) in 

place to increase volume, and mesh floors left open. The treatment lasts just seven days as it kills 

mites in sealed brood. The bees will probably destroy a fair amount of brood during the treatment, 

Some people have reported queen losses during treatment. We have a very limited supply. 

 
Prices – these are generally as low as any supplier, and no carriage to pay:- 

Apiguard - £2.30 per sachet; £22 per full box of 10. Requires 2 per full size hive.  

ApilifeVar - £3.00 per sachet. Requires 2 per full size hive. 

MAQS - £6.20 per single hive treatment (double brood or brood plus super(s)). 
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Congratulations to three members who have passed their BBKA Basic 

Assessment.  

They are Richard Gibby, Penny Howie and Steve Rigby. 

 

Well done! 

 

A reminder that WGBKA will once again be rep-

resented at the Annual Cranleigh Show on Satur-

day 2nd August.  This year those helping Mike 

Bunyan will include Daisy, Martin, Roger, Tom, 

Gordon and Sue.  Please visit the show if you can 

and offer your support to our members, who are 

giving up their spare time to make the day a suc-

cess.  Let’s hope the weather is kind to them!  Ed. 

 

http://www.cranleighshow.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 - 28 September 2014 
 

Programme: www.bibba.com/conference_2014.php 

 

Book now: http://goo.gl/uCBLf8 

http://goo.gl/uCBLf8
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Gavin Darcy of Wokingham & District Beekeepers Association, writes about their day trip to 

Dounhurst.  The photographs were supplied by Gavin. 

 

On Saturday the 5th July, W&DBKA were invited to Wisborough Green by Roger Patterson, 

where he has his teaching apiary. 

It was here the W&DBA crew made their way, suited and booted like ‘Knights of the Round Ta-

ble’, on arrival a few of the Wisborough Green members on seeing us remarked “you must be 

from Wokingham”, was it our newly washed bee suits, as prompted by Garth the night before…, it 

was then that the penny dropped as their members are kitted out more like our antipodean friends 

at a BBK.  We would soon see for ourselves the reputation Roger has for breeding calm bees. 

We grouped in a clearing in the wood where we made our in-

troductions and watched as Roger explained the day’s pro-

ceedings and gave a demonstration, we were then split into 

teams according to our ability with each headed up by a dem-

onstrator,  I struck gold as my demonstrator was Daisy a Mas-

ter Beekeeper but I am sure all the demonstrators are equally 

knowledgeable and proficient. 

Each team had about five hives to go 

through, the apiary itself must have about 

40+ hives in situ.  Daisy with her team checked the hive records for the first 

hive and explained what needed to be done and then stepped back to allow one 

of the team to go through the hive under her supervision.  We proceeded through 

our quota of hives with each team member taking turns to go through the hives 

myself included, although I was quite relieved the brave soul before me had 

done the Queen marking & clipping.  The manipulations themselves were done 

with no gauntlets or thick marigolds so being defter in working with the bees. 

The hives themselves are single National brood with castellated runners and 

the bees are on the darker side, a tribute to Roger’s many years of queen rear-

ing.  And to answer my earlier question were his bees calm?  …As a mill-

pond. 

I would highly recommend to any beekeeper given the opportunity, to visit 

other apiaries as it can not only confirm your own beekeeping skills and prac-

tice but also introduce you to new ways of doing things.  One such difference 

was the use of castellated runners not only in the 

brood box but also for the supers.  On the first 

hive inspection when I noticed this I thought it looked a bit fiddly as we 

use dummy boards and frame rests.  But as I watched and later when I 

had a go myself I found it very easy to use.  Rather than removing the 

dummy board and the first frame to give you room to move the frames 

around; with the castellations, which had no dummy board, you could 

lever off the frames and rest them on the top of the castellation, also no 

need to move the frames outside of the brood box. 

The day ended with tea and cake, which was also very well received, and more discussion and  
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comparison between our clubs.  Since our visit it has prompted lively debate about the pros and 

cons of castellations and other topics, but whatever as an individual or as a club we take back from 

our visit, it is clear Roger runs a tight ship and he and his team have a wealth of experience. 

 

We had a great day, thank you to Roger and his team for all their hospitality. 

Gavin 

 

The summer so far has been warm with plenty of sunshine and the nectar has been flowing well 

during July.  Many of you have, or soon will be, extracting honey. 
 

If you have a crop of honey please remember the Wisborough Green Honey Show, to be held on 

Bank Holiday Monday, 25th August, and prepare some jars to exhibit.  The show schedule and 

entry form will be issued by separate email, together with the usual ‘Hints & Tips’.   

 

Entry forms may be submitted from Monday 11th August onwards, and the closing date will be 

5pm on Saturday 23rd August. 

 

David Sandwell will be our judge for the day.  David provides helpful feedback 

to all exhibitors and is always prepared to chat to members and answer any spe-

cific questions they have about their own exhibits.  So make the use of David’s 

vast experience of exhibiting at honey shows and get your own entries in this 

year’s show.  

 

Following the success of last year, the ‘liquid honey for comment’ (class 8 on the 

schedule) will again be judged after lunch; when the tent is open to the public.  

This will enable our members to see the judging process in action, hear David’s 

comments and gain feedback on their own entries in that class.  A very valuable learning opportu-

nity, not to be missed! 

 

Please remember that with the exception of three of the classes, each honey class requires two 

identical jars of honey.  The other three honey classes require jars as follows: 

 

Honey as offered for sale requires three identical jars. 

 

Liquid honey for comment requires one jar. 

 

Liquid honey to be judged on taste requires one jar (covers for jars are supplied on the day). 

 

For this judge, the use of tamper proof seals in Class 7 (jars as offered for sale) is optional. 

The rules for the Novice Class (class 6) in the schedule were amended last year.  It is still open to 

WG members only.  However, instead of restricting exhibits to those members who have never 

won a prize for honey; it now includes members who have not won a first prize for honey in a 

WGBKA show in the last 3 years. For example, if a member was awarded a 3rd in the Novice 

Class last year, they can now enter again this year, having put into practice the judge’s comments.  
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It was noted last year that the exhibits were being handled during the afternoon by both WG mem-

bers and the public.  The judge writes comments on the exhibit cards for the exhibiting beekeeper 

to read.  Please do not turn these cards over unless you are the exhibitor of the entry.  I’m sure if 

you politely ask the exhibitor they will be happy to share the judge’s comments with you.  If the 

visitors to the marquee see members handling exhibits then they will think it is ok for them to do it 

too!  Not all exhibitors are happy to have their show items covered in grubby fingerprints. 

 

There are classes for all the family, beekeepers and non-beekeepers, so join the fun and submit 

some entries.  Honey and mead classes must be made with your own honey.  Non-beekeepers can 

bake a cake or fill a jar with their best flowers; and children can be occupied during the school 

holidays by creating / drawing / painting anything to do with bees.  Not forgetting the popular 

class for bee-related photographs. 

 

I am happy to answer any questions or worries you may have; and any of the other committee 

members will be able to help you with hints on showing – just ask!  I can be contacted by e-mail at 

caroline.drewett@btinternet.com or by phone on 01798 343883 (leave a message if I’m not in). 

 

Get your entries in before the closing date, 5pm Saturday 23rd August, to avoid entry fees.  
 

Caroline 

 

Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

If you read my article in the July edition, you may remember that I unexpectedly found queen cells 

in one of my colonies (Cowslip) and, as a short-term measure, placed a spare super with old combs 

directly onto the brood chamber to create ‘brood and a half’.  The intention was to bide some time 

until I could return with additional equipment. That was on Sunday 29th June.  I returned to the 

hive on the Friday of that week, anticipating that the queen would have begun laying in the super 

combs.  So what did I find..........? 

 

The swarming urge had indeed been suppressed, with no further queen cups or cells built.  The 

super was completely full of fresh nectar, not a single cell with either pollen or brood (despite the 

lack of a queen excluder).  The queen had remained in the brood chamber and continued to lay 

eggs in the same number of brood combs as before (brood on eight frames).  I placed a queen ex-

cluder above the brood chamber, and placed the full super and a second super on top.  Further in-

spections have shown no evidence of queen cells and the hive currently has a third super.   

 

As an experiment, when adding the third super I put this below the queen excluder, again creating 

‘brood and a half’, to see what would happen this time.  Thirteen days later and once again there is 

no brood in the super, only fresh nectar and a few cells containing pollen.  The queen has remained 

in the brood chamber.  This queen obviously hasn’t read any books! 

 

Whilst checking the above colony for queen cells I noticed something on the floor of the hive, be-

tween frames 10 and 11.  Holding a frame in one hand, I managed to reach into the hive with my 

free hand and grasp the object (slim hands and long fingers come in handy sometimes!).  I popped 

it into a specimen pot for safe-keeping until I’d completed my inspection.  At first glance it looked 

mailto:caroline.drewett@btinternet.com
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as if it was plastic!  Was it a large beetle?.  Then I took a closer look 

and noticed it’s abdomen - it looked very much like a bumblebee, al-

beit a mummified one!  I showed a fellow beekeeper.  They thought it 

was a beetle and suggested I show Daisy at the next apiary meeting, as 

she would no doubt be able to verify what it was.  So that’s what I 

did.......... 

 

Daisy confirmed it was in fact a bumblebee, she has several similar 

specimens at home.  The intruder was too large for the bees to remove 

from the hive.  To prevent the bumblebee from decaying and any resultant bacteria infecting the 

hive, the bees remove all the hair, wings, and maybe legs, and then mummify it using propolis.  

Interesting! 

 

Now there must be the makings of a horror film in this story......... 

 

Caroline 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 

experiences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs 

for the September edition no later than the 27th August.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 

 

Suzy Lion had an amusing conversation with one of her grand-daughters while inspecting a hive! 

 

All suited up, the 6 year old was very excited when she spotted one of my marked Queens. 

 

She asked how that particular bee became the Queen.  I told her that she was one of 

the girl bees who, when she was very young, was fed a special food called royal 

jelly by the other bees. 

 

She thought for a moment and then said “is that how our Queen of England became 

Queen - she was given special food to eat and that made her a Queen?”   

 

A child's simple logic.....! 

 

 

 

 


